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nl LET T 'H E M 61 v E T H AN Ks, WH © M „„ —— 
nne hn 
AND DELIVERED FRO OM T H E Fo 


HAND oF THE ENEMY, 


T d 4 Y | . E are called upon abs the 1 of „% 
the public to give thanks to almighty ö; 
God for the bleſſings, which 111 
i providence beſtowed upon t 8 
„„ ado in 1 days of our anceſtors; when, by FVÿů;ã 
bringing back our king and by eſtabliſhing km = GE TT 
e the Throne, he reſtored to us the Britiſh conſtitu- %%%ͤͤͤͤ« ra 
don of: government, and the purity of Chriſts = 
„„ ien, The: length of time, that has paſſed : 
-..- this: wonderful and happy. event, does VTV 
5 the obligations we are under of returning VVV 
5 and ue to the author of it. Thoſe ä[[[PNXIJñÄ 
N . . "AP: i re 
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bleſlings that attended it, were not confined to the 5 
age, in which it was brought about: the ſame 

good providence, that beſtowed them on our fa- 

| thers, has continued them to us; and they A 

the inheritance of our childrens children, unleſs e 

„ betray them by our folly, or forfeit them by 

our vices. Thoſe, who ſaw this work of —_—_ 

might indeed by fo ſudden and fo unlooked for a „„ 

7 bleſſing be warmed with a more tumultuous j „ — 

than we are by the uninterrupted and peaceable „„ 

. poſſeſſion of it. But, tho our gratitude „„ 

calmer nature than theirs was, it will be our own „ 

. fault, if we ſuffer it to be leſs ſincere and % 

. ectionate. Our ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgi- „„ 

. ving will not be leſs acceptable to God for being „„ 

V without the tranſports of paſſion ; ; nor „ 

2, wil it burn the leſs bright for burning ſteadily. „ 

= The preſent occaſion of our meeting torether. CO 

does not require us to ſearch into the beginning 5 

bhoſe national troubles, which ended i „% 

ſion of our laws and government. The unhappy . 

VNV had taken ſome raſh and ill. adviſed — 

Te the malicious diligence of his enemies, who have „ 

made it their bufineſs to flander his character = 

5 reproach his memory, have not been able to fix 
many faults upon him : and his warmeſt ady ocates Fees 

are forced to allow that he was guilty 8 

8 His oppoſers were actuated by a true ſpirit of Bri- - 

tiſlu liberty, when they made the firſt ſtand againſt „„ 

his eee to | invade the + rights of the 93 „„ 
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. And the ſame ſpirit might continue to influence 
them afterwards, when they proceeded to make 
uʒſe of more violent and unuſual methods to reſtran 

the prerogative within its proper bounds. If they 

__ were ſincere in profeſſing, that nothing but dle 
neceſſary defence of the conſtitution ſhould hay VV 
fbcorced them to draw the ſword, we will not blam 8 
them for drawing it, But how unjuſtifiable loever- 
his conduct may appear to have been, before the 
„„ broke out ; and whatever honours. „„ 
. pay to the memory of thoſe, Who began the . „„ 
: poſition to him: tho' we applaud | them for eng. 
Ving in the conteſt at firſt; and are willing „ 
; 5 cuſe the violence they made uſe of afterwards : „% 
„„ tho our reſentment againſt the extraordinary mea- „„ 
fies they purſued i is ſoftened with all the C 
. — _r becomes us as Chriſtians; 15 and our regard VV 
VV heightened by that paſſion | for liberty, * 
„ which! is natural to us as Engliſhmen : yet ſtill we - 
. reflect without horrc or on the conduct F 
- of men, who were ſuffered in the progreſs of ooo 
dur unhappy quarrels. to mingle. themſelves with 5 
theſe defenders of liberty, under a pretence " EEE - 
es 1 gaging in the ſame cauſe with them, and of fight . 1 „ 
ning, as they did, the battles of the people. 8 
TY when their zeal od their hypocriſy bad once made „„ 
bi a way for them to take the lead; inſtead of reſlo- . | 
„ the peace and good order of the nation, in- 
98 ſtead of reſtraining the prerogative and eſtabliſhing ut 
7 our liberties; ; "oY overtur ned o our r conſtitution both „ 
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in <burch and ſtate, and introduced ſuch abject i 
llavery as the people of England would never have 
ſubmitted to; unleſs their judgments had been 
dlcuded by the gloom of ſuperſtition, and their 
ſpirits had been broken n by. — calamities wy had Mo, 
1 85 e „ 5 
Es 2 who 1 were Pott to bold the plongh PE . 
255 to glory only in the goad, who had been brought . 
„ up to drive oxen and had been occupied in theie 
55 labours; the carpenter, and the engraver; the 
ſmith, and the potter; men, who ſhould have — 
| truſted to their hands, and not have pretended ECD | 
be wiſe but in their own works; ſuch as theſe F 
= were ſought for! in public counſel, and ſat high 5 „„ 
. congregation. 5 Undiſciplined as they were GE 
education, and unimproved by experience, the _ 
chance of war and the madneſs of the people had 
. raiſed them to greater power than our beſt kings „„ 
have ever claimed, or than our conſtitution of . 
IE vernment and the genius c of © our ae Would . 
N "_ allow to our worſt, 1 225555 
5 But tho they fat on as does ſeat, yet 1 N 
. . not underſtand and declare juſtice and judg- 5 
ment. Their heads were too weak to bear the 
˙ ſtations they were placed in. They were „ 
pbekore wholly unacquainted with the arts of govern © | 
Ft ment; and were too much bewildered to learn = 
„ them, when they wanted to make uſe of i! mm RL... 
= This ignorant and giddy multitude, finding . 
EE themſelves upon. the | trial dilippointed' n the dan 
3% os „ cConceit 
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conceit they had entertained of their own abllicies, 


5 


were in a proper temper of mind to be made the 25 


tools of ambition by one who had more ſubtilty 
than the reſt. The ſhame of being unable to re- 
” form the nation, as they had pretended, or to go-ꝛ — 
Fern it, as they bad deſigned, and the fear of Wl 
— ing 4 ſacrifice to the jult reſentment of the much 
1 abuſed and injured people, had prepared tem s 
put themſelves under the protection of the firſt that . 
would offer to ſkreen them and to lead the fortu 
„„ uſurper to the foot of the throne. Some of --- N 
ttzt/eia were infatuated enough to have ſet him 1 pon 
tit; if they had not been prevented by the jealouſy 0 
pb the reſt, who gladly contributed indeed to place 
„„ him in ſich a ſtation as might make him the pin 
ipal mark of envy and reſentment ; but could not 
„„ perſuade themſelves to part with all the „ 
5 they had unjuſtly gotten, even when „ 
VVV themſelves too ignorant to make uſe 8 
T1 Perhaps they knew him to be as unſkil ful in the e 
beſt and wiſeſt arts of government as they J 
, themſelves. | And, if this was their judgment, „„ 
| the conduct, that be afterwards held 405 Fink en ent 3 
5: af is uſurpation ſeem to confirm it, - He knew 7, 
N ho- to be a tyrant; but it does not appear „ 
© knew how to be a king. He could make and N 
„ Pould aſe opportunities « of uſurping A power, that = 
did not belo ng to him; but could not change that 
ulluürpa tion mio a ſettlement. He had abilities . 
7 — ficient t to nflave and io. oppreks but could 7 ny 
. 2 | . 55 | 1 contrive 5 . N 
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: contrive in his life- time any regular * of go- Ce 
vernment, that the nation would ſubmit to, after 85 
5 he Was dead. - 
Whether our Meute bent ien 68 Gon „ 
any eccleſiaſtical tyranny that was exerciſed by the . 
members of our own communion, or from any, 
tteeſtſes and implacable temper in thoſe who diſſenkt 
from us. Whether charity ſuffered more from =__— 
. over bearing pride of one party at firſt, or from the „ 
intolerant bitterneſs of the other party afterwards, 1 
Wyhcther the abuſes of a wiſe and a good eſtabliſ n: 
ment, or the intemperate zeal of thoſe who oppo-.- 
„ contributed moſt to deſolate the . 
en, Chriſt. - Theſe are enquiries, which „VVV 
„ made very profitable to us; and, conſidering 1 
TR. the general temper of mankind, they are much a 
more likely to be hurtful. The uſe we „„ -: 
make of ſuch enquiries 18 to diſcover the faults ts 
which our own. party is moſt liable, and learn 8 
ds avoid them. But the uſc we commonly do make U 
bvb them is to fix our attention upon the faults A 
oy who differ from us, and to widen. thoſe „ 
„5 | breaches, which the providence. of: God and tg 
mild influences of Chriſtianity cem? at Leng al- „„ 


wobl to have healed, 


But whoever is to be blamed ir giving the art „ 
. „ to theſe quarrels, or for the manner in „„ 
i ch they were carry d on; the conſequences of 0 = 
them were fatal to religion in general, and Were 

07 - duch as the wiſe and the ſober of every denomina= 5 „„ 
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tion are aſhamed of and diſavow. When our na- 
tional church was unable to ſupport itſelf, and no 
5 regular form of worſhip was eſtabliſhed in its place: 
wjhen ſtrife and oppoſition, about diſcipline and 
e cburch- government, about harmleſs ceremonies ang 
abſtruſe doctrines, had inflamed the paſſions f 
moſt men to a degree of religious fury; and the 5 
- ; few that continued under the influence of charity; 
and had temper and moderation enough to behave 1 
like Chriſtians, were looked upon and treated = 
enemies to the cauſe of God: the fame türbuſenn n 
24 "and ambitious. ſpirits, that were endeavouring 6 1 
1 ſubvert « our civ il conſtitution and to raiſe the power e 
. of a faction upon the runs of their country, per- „„ 
ceived. that they might execute their deſign, VET 
de only made religion their watch-word; and EY 
they had wickedneſs and cunning enough to VVV 
brace and improve this fatal opportunity. Do 
„„ other principle but this could have kept their party „„ 
5 together: and even this could not have ſucceeded „„ 
VVV their management at any other J 
5 whoever | in this diſtraction had art enough OO 
55 with the pop wlar frenzy could not fail of draw Ss 
ning a multitude after him. What he „% 
| 5 authority would be more than ſupplied by theapt 55 
"Ne of their diſordered minds to believe and follow — 
e . him. Tho he could neither tempt them with ; e 
8 © honours nor bribe them with the hopes of a, 
„„ . yer the temper in which he found them made it 
OY for him t to o attach them to his Pare. by the 7 


ſronger 5 


AS E R M ON PEEL 


ſtronger and more bewitching bands of their own 
enthuſiaſm. And we find that even men, who 5 
Were already poſſeſſed of ample fortunes and 1 

85 dignity in the commonwealth, from a perſualon 5 

„„ that their chiefs would lead them on to focht „„ 4 

” battles of God, were ready to engage in a de gn, . 5 

that could not poſlibly ſucceed without ©: 1byerting 

all law and confounding all order, without un- 

6 ſettling their own property: and | cancelling their 3 

con honours. „ 
So But as if the deluded people! had hed too ede „ 

- DE this intoxicating draught, and might recover oF 
their ſenſes before the conſtitution was deitroyed, „„ 
55 artifices were daily employed to increaſe it 

0 diſorder, and they were made to drink the chaliee 

e off to its loweſt and its fouleſt dregs The we” = 

: helps of art and learning, if they had been ſuffered 

oo have their free courſe, might have prevented. „ 

theſe deluſions ſrom continuing very long. For 
te the inſtructions of reaſon, and the ſtill voice Ea 

| on God's word were but little attended to, and 
could ſcarce be heard | in the noiſe and confuſion „ 

a civil War: Vet even in theſe tumults there 8 

1 8 ſome intervals for recollection; mens minds were 
7 ſometimes open to the impreſſions of ſound. do- ts 
> frine; and they might by degrees have been per- 
ſmaded to think foberly about the manner of di 
charging their duty to God, and to behave towards | 1 
V each er as becometh che goſpel of Chriſt. Bat 5 
5 all the ordinary methods of bringing back t the 1 na- TY ” 
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tion to its old good ſenſe and its old good naturc, 
to ſincere piety and mutual forbearance, were 
ſhamefully perverted to the contrary purpoſes. 
| Schools were kept open indeed; but they were no 
longer ſchools of religion and learning. Inſtead of 
; ſuch wiſe and pious inſtruction. as ſoftens the paſſi- 555 
908. enlightens the underſtanding, and! improves- e 
. judgment; a dark and ſowre diſcipline was in- 85 . 
troduced, which kept men in ignorance of the firſtt 
5 principles of duty, and inſtilled into them from FL 
their cradles the unchriſtian ſpirit of intolerance | 
+ - and: oppreſſion. | They were taught to believe that 
nun o one could be religious without formality ana 
maoroſeneſs, and to act as if hating their brother %%% 
Was the ſureſt mark of their loving God. 1 his CE 
ſlccred 1etirement, which the wiſdom and piety %%% 
former ages had devoted to the ſtudy n 
learning and to the ſervice of God, was proſa . 
1 by theſe pretended reformers, and was changed! 77 i oe ies 
tos ſchool of faction and a nurſery of e 
„ If there were any, whoſe integrity and good ſenſe, 1, 
„ Whale diligence and ſkill, had given them dan Eoin: 
and authority enough to preſide over the education 
— youth, and to govern our ſocieties; theſe men 
f were ſure to be removed from their ſtations to e 
mike way for others, whoſe warm FVV 
ee ſincere hearts had fitted them to go thro the 8 
, 5 ces of the faction that employed them, to chan F 
the power of godlineſs into the form of it, and 8 . 
8 draw off their pls: from pony | branch — 
e Do We ſcience . 
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A Sen MON preached | 
HT ſcience by fixing their attention upon fanciful "oo 
FCrrines, and by diſtracting their jadgments with 
the deluſive raptures of a viſionary piety. Till at 
N length the intemperate fallies of a wild devotion > 
were made to ſupply the place of all virtue and of 
| knowledge; and thoſe were looked upon to RE 
de moſt capable of praying with the ſpirit, „„ 
EE Hack made themſelves leaſt * cxpatle of 8 with 5 
55 ©, | the underſtanding. | 55 5 5 f : f e 
„ When the fatal effects of this miſguided 201 a 5 
5 religious tyranny had reduced the nation to ſo ns ©2 
. condition, that all good men were ready . 
pair of our deliverance ; ; when the wiſeſt thought 
VVV impraQticable, and the moſt ſanguine dared VCC 
i 4. = pe Rr ty that cloud of hypocriſy and enthuſi- _ ll 
| alm, Which bad long darkened the ſanctuary of — 
ꝛ⁵—„ Soc, WAS. diſperſed at once, and the purity and 
e of our moſt holy faith. was reſtored to CLC 
4:4 8," T0. this confuſion into order and peace, FF 
„ remove the heavy yoke of ſlavery and reſtore uus 4 
: 40: our natural rights, to heal theſe diviſions and | Ln Oe 
x 8 animoſitics, and to unite the withes of the people . 0 
++ for their old and legal eſtabliſhi ment both in church — | 
2. © and-ſtate, could be the work of none but „ nnen 
mighiy Being, in whoſe hands are the tarts off 
+." ee children 865 men, ſo that as the rivers „„ 
„e turneth them W hither ever he ple: aſeth, All 
1 human means of accompliſhing this great work a Sn 5 
1 ſeem to have been pur! ole removed ont of. the- e 
Eo en way, t that we e might Prone it to be an act of pro- . 
„%%% ;ͤũ J!!! 1 vidence, 
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8 vidence, and that the arm of God might be more : 


conſpicuous i in bringing it to paſs. 


Theſe were the national calamities, and this the 
ſudden and wonderful manner, in which we were 
| | delivered from them. 51 have endeavoured to . 
N | before 1 you a feint 1 image of the calamities we bf. 
kered; that you may un derſtand how. important on 
e bleflings are, which our eſta blithment brought = 
back K with it. And the manner of our deli verance 5 f 
„ uch as plainly y points out the author of it. To 5 
then therefore, who have an interclt in thoſe bleſ- N 
. ſings; to the lovers of learning, the friends „ Eo 2 
oo berty, and the ſervants of God, 1 would : pply the „%% 
Words of the Pfalmiſt. It is their duty „„ -- 
| 1 thanks, becauſe the Lord hath redecmed them, „ 
e and delivered them from the hand of the enemy. „ 
e The lovers of learning will give thanks to God „„ 
| e this ſeaſonable interpoſition of his providence, „„ 
25 before all the traces of a liberal education Wers 
_ Worn out; before thoſe few men of unteinted ſenſe Eon, 1 5 
5 and real learning were dead, who had eſcaped the hs 
common calamity by hiding themſelves in the moſt 
remote and ſecret retirements. If this religious 5 
blindneſs and tyranny had been ſuffered to continue 5 955 
much longer, the nation muſt have fallen back in- 
ct the ſame ſlate of ignorance and barbariſin, fra i 
which it had been redormied by the reformation EY. 
and thoſe arts and ſciences, which in the ages of -- „„ 
popiſh darkneſs were neglected and forgotten a- „ 
3 mid the OS of. idle monks, would in this age e 


. * 5 76 f 5 


12 


A S ERMON preached 


: of pretended inſpiration have been facrificed to the | 


- ambition of deſigning hypocrites. „ 


The friends of liberty Will give thanks to > God 
5 for collecting and uniting the ſcattered parts of our 
legal eſtabliſhment; for placing the king at the 


head of our conſtitution; for reſtoring the nobles _ 


to their honours and authority ; and for reinſtating Tos 
the people in thoſe rights and privileges, which, e 
under the notion of enlarging and confirming — 
had been betrayed and trampled on. But whilſt e 
„„ we are endeavouring to expreſs our thankfulneſß EE | 
--...- ie for- this wonderful act of his providence, = 
- ought i in a more eſpecial manner to commemorate _ e 
*.--. "that moſt gracious part of it which compleated A 
reſt, and made the bringing back our king a rel! 
blefling to the nation. The friends of liberty con- „ 
A ſider not the perſon only, who. is to govern. us, „„ 1 
e the manner likewiſe, in which we are to be 
8 governed. They love our national conſtitution nok „ 
merely becauſe Wwe received it from our anceſtors . 
„„ becauſe the ſeveral parts of! it are ſo wiſely con- „ 
5 trived and adapted to each other as to put it al- „ 
wuaaps in our own power to be free, if we will. Our Dn ie OS 
_ _ kings have as much authority as is neceſſary . | 
make us happy; and if we give them more Be 
this we. deſtroy the conſtitution. They have . 
enough to govern us well, and nothing 0 
neral infatuation could engage us to truſt them with ng 
TE enough to enſlave us. The event of this day, „„ 
„ happy; as it was, bad almoſt ee uch an in- | . 1 
TE 5 | fatuation, 1 
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| Fan After the people kad been for 0 b Pag : 
a time either diſtracted by anarchy or harraſſed by 


: oppreſſion; the joy they felt upon the ſudden re- e 


turn of liberty was too great for them to bear. 
8 They thought that this 1: berty, Which had ſo lately e 
e wreſted from them, would be ſafeſt for 8 „„ 
- future in his hands who. had reſtored 1 + and a 3 
5 providence had made him the inſtrument of 5 55 
much good, they were too much blinded with te 
© national tranſport. to imagine it was poſſible for- | = 
2 him to make himſelf the inſtrument of evil. Let V 
As therefore never ſuffer this day to paſs without as 
„ deine honour to the memory of thoſe two.emi- 
a nently great and virtuous men, who, after we had „„ 
%% relcaſed from an unjuſt and illegal flavery, 3j lg 2 
i preve ented us from eſtabliſhing ſlavery by „„ 
1 8 not think that we have diſcharged our duty „„ | 
Soc as we: ougbt, till we have thanked him GS. 
only for delivering us ſrom our enemies, but 4 
„ inſpiring theſe two \ honeſt counſellors of their king „„ 
„„ fathers of their country with wiſdom and with „„ LO. 
” Su courage enough to deliver us from ourſelves. 8 „ 
. Finally, the ſervants of God will give FO 5 
thanks. Thoſe, who belong to our communion , 
2, wall thank him for reſtoring the public worſhip | 5 - 
5 its orderly and primitive neatneſs; for turning the „„ 
| hearts of our enemies and making them to be at 


a, peace with us; for guarding our church, which 


his prov idence bad formerly ralſed! in ſpite of the 5 : L . 
| violence of Rome, that | it e not be under- 
VVV 1 mined 1 
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mined by the crafty arts of falſe zeal and dion: 
lation; and for opening the eyes. of thoſe, whom 
the reformation h. ad reſcued from the vilded ſuper- _ 
| ſtitions of popery, before they were quite bewil- 
dered in the chearleſs gloom and intricate mazes 
of ta moroſe enthuſiaſm, | The ſervant s of. God 3 
e who. are not of our communion, have rc caton . 


thank lum for giving them an opportunity of thew- _ 


we ing to the world, that notwith ſtanding all the im- 
prue lencics, which bad been committed both on 
their ſide and on ours, they were {till ready to 


7 ve. with us as diſciples of the fame malcer a as 
5 ſervants of the ſame lord, that the enemies of te- 


ligion did not belong to their party tho! be „»„kLök 
„ ene themſelves 19 it, and, that after all our W 
, "ur ſtruggles, they would rather ſubm to. have 
1 Way of worſhip. eltab! ithed, than ſuffer Mo. 
name of God to be pet and his 185 tem- „„ ol 
5 ple to be profaned %%% ᷑ » ̃ꝶ oO en 
1 But if they are unwilling to own that it is 4 their . 
1 duty: to be thankful for the opportunity, Which 55 
they had at the reſtor ation, of ſhewing themſelves _ 5 
„ the ſervants of God and the fr iends of religi- 8 
5 . as well as we: let us not be too earneſt | in pr eſ- = — 
ſing them to join with us in the religious obſervance 
. this day ; ; leit we thould ſeem to be endeavour- _ 
ing to fix a reproach upon them, which their con- 


1 duct ſince the unhappy times of our national con- 
fuſion has made us hope they do not deſerve. We 


muſt 1 not give ups our own hn to God for fear f 
Fo a WY - Siſpleabing . 7 
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3 men; we Mat not neglect to "hank 


him for the bleflings we have received at his hands, 


| . only becauſe they are not ſenſible that they aue 


any ſhare in them. But let us always be careful e 


ſo to obſerve the rules of prudence and chari! 7 mm. 
diſcharging this duty ; ; that what we intend as an 
act of devotion in ourſelves may not «and to be = 
— "Nt inſult upon others, and that the glory, which _ -  - 

we g give to God, may be conſiſtent with peace on 5 Vw 


| earth and good will towards our brethren, . 


8 2 
— * 4 2 
9 . — CAR 


2 


„ 
X. * 


— — 


2 


* 


* 8 n — nk 
A 3 —— — 


r 


